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Myosotis margaritae - a new species for Greece, Romania and Serbia 
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K e y w o r d s : Mynsotis 11·1argariwe. distribution , Greece, Romania , Serbia. 

Myo.101is 111wgctrillle Stepankova is reported for the first time from Greece, Ro man ia and Serbia. 
Its morpho logical characte rs and total di stribution are given. 

Introduction 

In 1993. Myosotis margaritae Stepankova, the species related to the M . caespitosa gro up, 
was decribcd from mountain regions of Bulgaria (Stepankova 1993). However, its total 
di stribution area has been quite insufficiently known. 

M . nwrgaritae belongs to the group of tax a of the series Pa/ustres M. Popov. characterized 
by the fo l lowing morphological features: monocarpical plants , inflorescence bracteate, 
calyx divided to 1/2. In additi on, this group designated as the subseries Caespitosae by 
Schuster ( 1967) involves th e followin g species - M. baltica Sam., M . caespitosa 
C. F. Schultz, M. debi/is Pomel , M. dinzinuta Grau , M. laxa Lehm. , M . lusitanica Schus
te r and M . sicu/a Guss . Except of M. laxa and M. caespitosa, i. e. the species with very 
large areas comprising whole Eurasia (M. caespitosa) and also North America (M. laxa), 
they are restricted to relatively small areas or even represent endemics of particular regioffs 
(M. baltica- BalticArchipe lag, Apelgren 1990; M . sicula - M editerranean region , Schuster 
1967 ; M. debilis - Portugal , North Africa, Grau 1967; M. lusitanica - lberian peninsula, 
Grau 1967 : M. diminuta - Turkey, Grau I 978; Myosotis margaritae - given on ly from 
Bul garia so far. Stept\nkov~\ 1993). 

Results 

During the revision of herbarium material (BP, WU) of the taxa included in M yosotis 

palustris group, plants co ll ected in Greece, Romania and Serbia, identified by the present 
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author as M. margaritae, were fo und. Their morphological features were in good agreement 
with those charac teri zing M. margaritae: stems erect, branched in lower 1/3, not rooting, 
w ithout sto lons, sparsely appres. ed hairy, faintly ribbed ; lower leaves oblo ng-spathul ate, 
obtu. e , 4-7 .5 cm long, 0 .7-2. 1 cm wide, upper leaves oblong, subacute to obtuse at the 
apex, sess ile, 2-7 cm long, 0 .5- l .2 cm wide, with appressed hairs upward by pointing on 
the both s ides; inflorescence branched at the base, usually with bracts, lower pedicels up 
to 9 mm long, two times longer than the calyx, e recto-pate nt to spreading, upper pedice ls 
as long as ca lyx, patent; calyx oblong-campanul ate, 3.6-5.0 mm long, 1.7-2 .3 mm wide in 
fruit , divided into narrowl y tri angul ar teeth , ac ute to acuminate at the apex, 1.4-2.4 mm 
long, 0 .7- 1.6 mm wide, about half the length of calyx, ma in ve ins branched at base of the 
calyx tube, conspicuous ly protruding; coroll a sky blue , 6 mm in di am. , coroll a lobes 
al mos t entire, fl a t; fruit obl ong-ovate, truncate at base, obtuse at apex, 1.4- ] .7 mm long, 
0 .8- 1. I mm wide; pollen grain. 5 .8-6.2 µm long; 2n=20 (Stepankova 1993). 

Myusotis margaritae is morphologically very similar to M. sicu/a Guss. and M. caespitosa 
C. F. Schultz. For thi s reason, it is very often confused with them in herbari a. Diag nos ti c 
features of these three morphologically closely related spec ies are compared in Stepankova 

( I 993). 
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F ig. I . - Distributi on o f Myosotis margaritae Stepankova. 
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The specimens discovered in herbaria BP and WU present the first records of 
M. margaritae in Greece. Romania and Serbia (Fig. 1 ). ln addition to the previously 
published localities of M. margaritae (Stepankova 1993), further data on its occurrence in 
Bulgaria, excerpted from herbaria BP and PR , are also given . The two localities , presented 
here as new for Bulgaria. have prev iously been published in literature; the locality " Hisar" 
is mentioned in the Urumov ' s work (Urumov 1929:82) in the paragraph dealing with 
M. sicula Guss ., and the locality "Trnovo" probably refers to the record "Bulgaria s .I." 
stated in Schuster ( 1967:88) for M. sicula var. virgata Schuster. 

A study of plentiful herbarium material (BP, G, PR , PRC, JE, SO, SOA, SOM, WU) 
reveals, that M. margaritae is an outstanding endemic of mountain regions of the Balkan 
peninsula. 

Pr ev iou s ly publi s h e d localiti es 
(The detaikd li s t is given in Step;.inkov<.i 1993) 

Bul ga ria: 

The Slara planina Mts., the Znepolski region, the Vitofa Mts .. the Lozenska planina Mts., the Rila Mts ., the 
Sredna Gora Mts .. the Tunclia Hills . 

New localiti es 

Bulgaria: 
Hi sar, leg . Urumov (BP): Trnovo . 1901 , leg. Stffbrny (sub M. sirnla, PR). 

Greece : 
Edessa (Vodena). montes Kaimakcalan , 1500 m s. m .. 28. 7. - 3. 8.?. leg . K. H. Rechinger fil. (sub M. li11gulata , 
no . 3184. BP) . 

Romania: 
In pratis ad opp . Pe tro zsc n y (Petroseni). cottus Hunyad (Hunedoara) . I 0 . 7 . 1884. leg . 
L. Simonkai (sub M. scohra S imk ., BP) . 

Serbia: 
Ylasotince. 1890, leg. Di:irll er (sub M. sco1pioides var. stri1-:11losa , WU , no . 94-36/11) 
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Souhrn 

V praci .i so u uvdejne ny prvnf udaje o vyskytu druhu M. mwgaritae Stepankova v Rumunsku, Recku a Srbsku . 
Z<lrover1 jso u publikovany clal sf lokality lohoto druhu z Bulharska. 
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